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Happy New Year, Dear Friends! 

Eighteen years ago we received our official acceptance into Lutheran Bible Translators, and this coming June will 
mark 17 years since our arrival in Ghana.  God has done so many things despite our human failings, and we contin-
ue to rely on Him to lead and guide us into the future!   

We are at the beginning of an extremely busy travel season for David, so before all those reports start coming in 
from around the world, we thought it would be nice to update you on what our kids are up to these days. 

Michaela is a Junior at Saint Paul Lutheran High School in Concordia, MO this 

year.  She went on her first college visit this fall, to CUW, our Alma Mater as 

well as the university of choice for her oldest three cousins.  She works in the 

cafeteria serving breakfast, and is involved in student government as the Spir-

itual Life representa�ve for her class.  Once a month she teaches a lesson to a 

class at the grade school in town with other students as part of the STAY pro-

gram, which stands for Students Teaching Adoles-

cent Youth.  As an aspiring teacher, this gives her a 

�ny taste of what her future may hold.  In the fall 

was her third year of being one of the managers of 

the boys soccer team, which gives her a chance to be involved in an ac�vity with her 

brother and also helps her stay up on her skills so she’s ready for the girl’s soccer season 

in the spring.  Michaela is a Student Assistant in her dorm this year, responsible for lock-

ing and unlocking the main doors, making sure students are studying when they are sup-

posed to, and helping new residents feel welcome in their new home. 

This year Josiah is a Sophomore at Saint Paul Lutheran High School.  He had a very full soc-

cer season last fall as the Saints made it all the way to the Missouri State championship!  

They had a fantas�c year, finishing in 2nd place. He’s playing indoor soccer this winter and 

will play club soccer again this spring.  In November he sang in the I-70 All Conference 

Choir, and will be going on tour again with the choir this spring (as will Michaela), reaching 

all the way to Houston, TX.  Josiah loves hanging out with 

many of the interna�onal students, including his room-

mate from Nicaragua. When he is home on breaks, he 

enjoys fixing things and working on projects.  Last sum-

mer he and Micah worked to get an old motorcycle run-

ning, and over Christmas break the boys built me a big 

shelf to keep baskets of fruits and vegetables organized on the back veranda.  He 

cuts his own hair as well as that of several of the other boys in the dorm! 



Micah is in 8th grade and has really been exploring his talent with stringed instru-

ments this last year and a half.  Previously he had learned to play the ukulele. When 

Claude Houge came to teach the kids in 2018 he brought a couple guitars and a banjo.  

Micah quickly picked up guitar playing and is also doing great on the banjo. He plays 

guitar with several other boys every Sunday night as we gather for a �me of praise 

and worship, Bible study, and fellowship with some other missionary families in our 

city.  Micah has taken up running with a friend every morning, and they plan to run a 

10K in February.  Other pas�mes include carving, whi�ling, and making things out of 

wood, playing soccer, riding his bike, and doing anything with his brother whenever 

he can.  He has also been engaging in theological discussions with a non-Lutheran 

friend, which is sharpening his Bible study and cri�cal thinking skills as well as 

strengthening his faith and beliefs.  Micah is looking forward to a�ending Saint Paul 

Lutheran High School with his older siblings next year. 

JoyAnna is in 6th grade this year and is loving the fun and crea�vity Claude and Rhoda bring 

to the classroom!  She enjoys working with cloth to make doll clothes and other accessories.  

She loves making jewelry out of beads and wire, and she even made �ny bead/wire figures 

for a na�vity this past Christmas.  You could fit the whole thing in the palm of your hand!  

Hair styling is another favorite thing to do, and she recently 

purchased for herself a hairdresser’s mannequin head so she 

can prac�ce elaborate braid and twist styles as she sees them 

on YouTube or just makes them up herself.  Bringing greater 

joy than anything else, however, is the chance to snuggle any 

of the babies at church!  In this culture it is the job of young 

girls to take care of babies and toddlers whenever their 

mothers aren’t otherwise caring for them, and JoyAnna exe-

cutes that job more than gladly.   
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The first quarter of 2020 is FULL of travel for 

David: US, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Thailand, and I 

(Valerie) will be accompanying him to Cameroon 

for my second visit to celebrate the dedication of 

the Bible House as well as the 3-year lectionary in 

the Vute language.   

Join Us in Praising God: 

 For all the ways God is guiding our children as they grow and 
mature and seek His will for their lives, both present and future 

 For the opportunities He is giving our children to explore work, 
play, decision-making, and opportunities to share their gifts and 
talents with those around them 

 For the opportunity for Valerie to travel to Cameroon with David 
to visit and celebrate with fellow LBT missionaries, our Came-
roonian partners, and the local people who will benefit from past, 
current, and future Bible translation and literacy projects and 

activities 

Please Pray with Us: 

 For our children to be strong in body and spirit as they experience 
the joys and challenges of growing up 

 For wisdom in this still-new stage of parenting we are navigating 

 For safety in all the travel we will be doing in the first quarter of 
this year 
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Please refer a friend or loved one who would be interested in supporting us by completing the  
areas below.  

  
Name: ____________________________ Phone: (____) _____- ________ Email: ____________________________ 
 
  

Enclosed is my gift of □ $10  □ $25  □ $50  □ $75  
                       Other $ ____________ 
  
Please use my gift for: □ DV Federwitz Ministry   433  
                                              □ Other  _____________  
 
Please make check payable to Lutheran Bible Translators.  
Remember to sign and date your check. To donate via credit card, go to  
www.LBT.org/donate or call us at 800-532-4253. 
Contributions to LBT are tax-deductible as allowed by law. 
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